
 

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH’S  
CONNECTIONS AT POINT COMFORT 

 
WHEREAS, Captain John Smith first arrived at Point Comfort, now the site of Fort 
Monroe in Hampton, Virginia, on April 30, 1607; and 
 
WHEREAS, Captain John Smith visited Point Comfort several times during his 
explorations and documented its strategic significance, declaring it an “Isle fit for a 
castle;” and 
 
WHEREAS, the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail is America’s 
first water-based national historic trail and commemorates the special places and 
stories of the Chesapeake while preserving and fostering stewardship of the 
Chesapeake Bay; and  
 
WHEREAS, Fort Monroe is a key heritage site and gateway along the Captain John 
Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail; and 
 
WHEREAS, in recognition of the close association with the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake National Historic Trail, the National Park Service provided $50,000 for the 
installation of a fully accessible kayak launch at Fort Monroe that is used by hundreds of 
visitors annually; and 
 
WHEREAS, in anticipation of the Wherry Quarter parcel transfer from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to the National Park Service, the Chesapeake Conservancy 
has requested the state advocate that the additional lands be utilized for the purpose of 
including the history of Fort Algernourne and Captain John Smith; now, therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the Fort Monroe Authority, That the Board of 
Trustees commend the Governor of the Commonwealth for his recognition of the 
important historical connections between Fort Monroe and Captain John Smith and 
acknowledge the hard work and advocacy of the Chesapeake Conservancy; and, be it 
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Fort Monroe Authority, in collaboration with the 
National Park Service, investigate the stories of Captain John Smith at Point Comfort 
and interpret these stories, including his interactions with the Virginia Indians and the 
natural and cultural environs, in the new Fort Monroe Visitor and Education Center. 


